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DIRECTORS’ PROFILE

Tan Sri William H.J. Cheng
Non-Independent Non-Executive Chairman

Y. Bhg. Tan Sri William H.J. Cheng, a Malaysian, aged 68, was appointed to the Board on 27 October 1989 and has 
been the Chairman of the Company since 17 December 1994.

Tan Sri William Cheng has more than 35 years of experience in the business operations of The Lion Group encompassing 
steel, retail, property development, tyre, computer, motor and plantation.

Tan Sri William Cheng is the President of The Associated Chinese Chambers of Commerce and Industry of Malaysia and 
The Chinese Chamber of Commerce and Industry of Kuala Lumpur and Selangor.

Tan Sri William Cheng’s other directorships in public listed companies are as follows:

•	 Chairman of Lion Forest Industries Berhad
•	 Chairman and Managing Director of Lion Corporation Berhad and Parkson Holdings Berhad

He is also the Chairman of Lion AMB Resources Berhad and ACB Resources Berhad and a Director of The Community 
Chest, a company limited by guarantee incorporated for charity purposes.

Tan Sri William Cheng has a direct shareholding of 121,356,607 ordinary shares of RM0.50 each in the Company 
(“LDHB Share”) and an indirect interest in 286,428,888 LDHB Shares. In addition, he also has (i) a direct interest 
in RM121,615,000 nominal value of 5-year 4% irredeemable convertible unsecured loan stocks 2008/2013 of the 
Company (“ICULS”) convertible into 243,230,000 new LDHB Shares at a conversion price of RM0.50 for each new 
LDHB Share (“Conversion Price”); and (ii) an indirect interest in RM203,961,522 nominal value of ICULS convertible 
into 407,923,044 new LDHB Shares at the Conversion Price. By virtue of his substantial interest in the Company, he is 
deemed to be interested in the subsidiaries of the Company, both wholly-owned and those set out on pages 141 and 
142 of this Annual Report. He also has interests in certain companies which conduct similar business with the Group 
in the upstream steel operations and property development sector.

Tan Sri William Cheng is the uncle of Y. Bhg. Tan Sri Cheng Yong Kim, the Managing Director and a major shareholder 
of the Company.

Tan Sri William Cheng attended all seven (7) Board Meetings of the Company held during the financial year ended 30 
June 2011.
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Tan Sri Cheng Yong Kim
Managing Director

Y. Bhg. Tan Sri Cheng Yong Kim, a Singaporean, aged 61, was appointed the Managing Director of the Company on 
26 January 2007. Tan Sri Cheng is also a member of the Executive Share Option Scheme Committee of the Company.

Tan Sri Cheng obtained a Bachelor of Business Administration (Honours) degree from the University of Singapore in 
1971. He has more than 30 years of experience in the business operations of The Lion Group encompassing steel, 
retail, property development, tyre, computer, motor and plantation. For a period of seven years from 1988 to 1995, 
he was the Managing Director of Lion Fasteners Sdn Bhd, a company engaged in the business of manufacturing bolts 
and nuts. In 1990, he took up the role of President Director in P T Lion Metal Works Tbk, a public company listed on 
the Indonesia Stock Exchange, which is a manufacturer of steel furniture, building material and stamping products in 
Indonesia. He took on the position of Managing Director of Lion Industries Corporation Berhad in 1995 and in 1996, 
he was appointed the Executive Director of the Ceemax and the Likom group of companies which are involved in the 
manufacturing and marketing of computers, monitors and peripherals. In 2010, Tan Sri Cheng was appointed a council 
member of Federation of Malaysian Manufacturers.

Tan Sri Cheng’s other directorships in public companies are as follows:

•	 Managing Director of Lion Industries Corporation Berhad, a public listed company
•	 Director of Lion Corporation Berhad, a public listed company
•	 Director of Lion AMB Resources Berhad and Hy-Line Berhad

Tan Sri Cheng has a direct shareholding of 7,841,337 ordinary shares of RM0.50 each in the Company (“LDHB Share”) 
and an indirect interest in 248,259,135 LDHB Shares. In addition, he also has (i) a direct interest in RM1,000,000 
nominal value of 5-year 4% irredeemable convertible unsecured loan stocks 2008/2013 of the Company (“ICULS”) 
convertible into 2,000,000 new LDHB Shares at a conversion price of RM0.50 for each new LDHB Share (“Conversion 
Price”); and (ii) an indirect interest in RM30,014,916 nominal value of ICULS convertible into 60,029,832 new LDHB 
Shares at the Conversion Price. By virtue of his substantial interest in the Company, he is deemed to be interested in the 
subsidiaries of the Company, both wholly-owned and those set out on pages 141 and 142 of this Annual Report. He 
also has interests in certain companies which conduct similar business with the Group in the upstream steel operations 
and property development sector.

Tan Sri Cheng is the nephew of Y. Bhg. Tan Sri William H.J. Cheng, the Chairman and a major shareholder of the Company.

Tan Sri Cheng attended all seven (7) Board Meetings of the Company held during the financial year ended 30 June 2011.
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Tan Sri Dato’ Seri Dr Aseh bin Haji Che Mat 
Independent Non-Executive Director

Y. Bhg. Tan Sri Dato’ Seri Dr Aseh bin Haji Che Mat, a Malaysian, aged 60, was appointed to the Board on 1 December 
2007. He is also a member of the Audit Committee of the Company.

Tan Sri Dato’ Seri Dr Aseh graduated with a Bachelor of Arts (Honours) degree in Economics from the University of 
Malaya and received his Masters degree in Public Administration from the University of Southern California in the 
United States of America and his PhD (Honorary) degree in Foreign Relations from Limkokwing University of Creative 
Technology, Cyberjaya, Malaysia.

Tan Sri Dato’ Seri Dr Aseh joined the Ministry of Finance, Malaysia in March 1974 and held various positions as Assistant 
Secretary, Secretary and Principal Assistant Secretary of the Education Services Commission in Kuala Lumpur, Sarawak 
and Sabah during his 8 years with the Commission. Since 1984, he served in the Ministry of Home Affairs, Malaysia in 
various positions including Principal Assistant Secretary of the Security and Police Affairs Division; Undersecretary of 
Security and Preventive Division, and Management Division; and Deputy Director General and Director General of the 
Department of Immigration, Malaysia. In February 2001, Tan Sri Dato’ Seri Dr Aseh was appointed Secretary General 
of the Ministry of Home Affairs, Malaysia, a post he held until his retirement on 22 October 2007.

Tan Sri Dato’ Seri Dr Aseh is active in community service and is currently the Chairman of RELA Cooperative, Chairman 
of the University Council of Limkokwing University of Creative Technology, Cyberjaya, Trustee and Chairman of Football 
Association of Malaysia Vetting, Monitoring and Integrity Committee, President of Rifle Association of Malaysia, President 
of Tiara Golf & Country Club, Melaka and President of UMNO Club, Retired Senior Civil Servants. He was also active 
in the Administrative and Diplomatic Service (ADS) and was its longest serving President.

Tan Sri Dato’ Seri Dr Aseh is the Chairman of MWE Holdings Berhad and Stemlife Berhad, both of which are public 
listed companies.

Tan Sri Dato’ Seri Dr Aseh attended six (6) of the seven (7) Board Meetings of the Company held during the financial 
year ended 30 June 2011.

Dato’ Ismail @ Mansor bin Said 
Independent Non-Executive Director

Y. Bhg. Dato’ Ismail @ Mansor bin Said, a Malaysian, aged 62, was appointed to the Board on 15 September 1995. 
Dato’ Ismail is also the Chairman of the Audit Committee and the Executive Share Option Scheme Committee, and a 
member of the Nomination Committee and Remuneration Committee of the Company.

Dato’ Ismail received his Bachelor of Economics degree from the University of Malaya. Dato’ Ismail was a member of 
Parliament (1978 to 1995), the Chairman of Public Accounts Committee (1985 to 1990), the Chairman of Majlis Amanah 
Rakyat (1987 to 1990) and the Parliamentary Secretary of the Ministry of Youth and Sports (1990 to 1995).

He is also a Director of Ahmad Zaki Resources Berhad, a public listed company.

Dato’ Ismail attended all seven (7) Board Meetings of the Company held during the financial year ended 30 June 2011.
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Heah Sieu Lay 
Independent Non-Executive Director

Mr Heah Sieu Lay, a Malaysian, aged 58, was appointed to the Board on 5 June 2001. He is also a member of the Audit 
Committee, Nomination Committee and Remuneration Committee of the Company.

Mr Heah received his Bachelor of Arts (Honours) degree in Accountancy from the City of London Polytechnic, London. 
He is an Associate Member of the Institute of Chartered Accountants in England and Wales.

Mr Heah was the Group Executive Director of The Lion Group responsible for corporate planning and finance from 1998 
to November 2006. Prior to joining The Lion Group in 1998, he was the Managing Director of RHB Sakura Merchant 
Bankers Berhad (“RHB Sakura”) (now known as RHB Investment Bank Berhad) and has vast experience in the field of 
corporate finance after having served RHB Sakura for 15 years.

He is also a Director of Lion Industries Corporation Berhad, a public listed company.

Mr Heah attended all seven (7) Board Meetings of the Company held during the financial year ended 30 June 2011.

George Leong Chee Fook
Independent Non-Executive Director

Mr George Leong Chee Fook, a Malaysian, aged 65, was appointed to the Board on 5 June 2001. Mr George Leong is 
also the Chairman of the Nomination Committee and Remuneration Committee, and a member of the Audit Committee 
of the Company.  

He received his Bachelor of Economics (Honours) degree from the University of Malaya. Mr George Leong was employed 
by the Malaysian Industrial Development Authority (“MIDA”) after his graduation until December 2000 and was a Director 
of MIDA’s offices in Germany and Australia, and the Metal and Engineering Supporting Industries in MIDA’s headquarters. 

Mr George Leong attended five (5) of the seven (7) Board Meetings of the Company held during the financial year 
ended 30 June 2011.

Save as disclosed above, none of the Directors has (i) any interest in securities in the Company or its subsidiaries; (ii) 
any family relationship with any Director and/or major shareholder of the Company; (iii) any conflict of interests with 
the Company; and (iv) any conviction for offences within the past ten (10) years.


